BRUNSWICK DAM
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W abanaki to portage and fish here. Later British and American colonizers
saw such falls not as a source of fish but as a source of water power for new
mills. They built the first dam across the Androscoggin River here at Pejepscot
in 1753. |ni’riq||y, fish wardens were responsib|e for making sure that the dam
was open to allow migrating fish to swim upriver to spawn. However, by the
early 1800s dam owners convinced Maine officials that water power was
more important than fish migration, and the fish runs vir’ruq”y s’ropped.

BECAUSE THE GREAT DAM BLOCKED FISH
SWIMMING UPRIVER TO SPAWN, WABANAKI AND
OTHERS WHO LIVED FROM THE FISH SUFFERED.
POLLUTION AND THE CONTINUED DAMMING OF THE
RIVER MEAN THAT GENERATIONS OF WABANAKI
CONTINUE TO BE HURT BY THE DEGRADATION OF
THE RIVER AND THE FISHERY.

The current concrete dam was built in 1979-1982. W ater passing
through turbines in the dam generates up to 20 megawatts of
e|ec’rrici’ry. In 1983, thanks to petitions from Brunswick residents, a
fish ladder for migrating fish was installed. Today, alewives can
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ascend the ladder, but very few salmon, sturgeon, or shad make QAL L
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WABANAKI ARE FIGHTING FOR DAM REMOVALS
ACROSS MAINE TO ASSERT WATER SOVEREIGNTY
AND FOOD SECURITY. THEY HAVE GAINED THE
SUPPORT OF MANY NON-INDIGENOUS MAINE
RESIDENTS. THE FALLS CAN GENERATE
ELECTRICITY, OR THEY CAN SUPPORT MIGRATING
FISH, BUT IT IS DIFFICULT FOR THE FALLS TO DO
BOTH. AS PEOPLE CONSIDER WHAT THE DAM
MEANS, EACH OF US NEEDS TO DECIDE WHAT KIND
OF RELATIONSHIP WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE WITH
THE RIVER, ITS RESIDENTS, AND ONE ANOTHER.
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